	Autumn 1 🍁

	Focus: Settling, Belonging & Early Foundations
Settling in, routines, belonging, early independence, listening & attention, early story comprehension, fine/gross motor foundations, family & community, early seasonal change
	Rhythm of the Year:
· Harvest, Autumn
· World Mental Health Day
· Black History Month 
· National Poetry Day

	Explicit Teaching

PSED:
Identify emotions; manage feelings with support; fairness; confidence in routines; early friendships.

Communication and Language:
Follow multi-step instructions; retell simple stories; understand who/what/where/why; use longer sentences; early tenses; use tone/volume

Physical Development:
Confident movement; climbing; bikes/trikes; tripod grip; scissors/brushes/cutlery

Literacy:
Oral blending/segmenting; rhyme/alliteration; story sequencing; predictions; vocabulary from stories

UTW - Geography/RS:
School environment; local area; simple maps;

UTW - History:
Long ago vs now;

UTW - Science:
Autumn changes; common plants/animals

Art and DT:
Colour mixing; simple patterns; joining materials; drawing people; dough modelling


	Structured Storytimes:

Bear Shaped - What autism is? That everyone is different. Name a range of feelings. Explain how people were kind.

The Squirrels Who Squabbled - That animals store food at certain times of the year for hibernation. That sometimes friend’s squabble. That some people in the world do not have enough food. Explain why sharing is important. Talk about how greedy the squirrels were in the story. Describe the story setting and characters, saying how the characters were different.

Each Peach Pear Plum - The nursery rhymes from the story. The main events in Cinderella and The Three Bears. That the story is set in the past.

What Makes Me a Me? - That everyone is different. They are special and have many special qualities. That we should accept everyone for who they are. explain how they are unique/ different. Talk about how we can sometimes feel the same as the character in the story. Make comparisons with themselves and the characters/objects in the story.


	End of Term Expectations:
Retell stories; follow instructions; 
use new vocabulary; 
tripod grip; 
identify autumn changes;
 mix colours; 
draw self with features








	Autumn 2 🍂

	Focus: Celebrations, Light & Winter
Story comprehension, independence, fine motor accuracy, celebrations & diversity, Winter change, early scientific thinking
	Rhythm of the Year:
Bonfire Night - Links to Geography by describing what they see, hear, and feel outside.
Remembrance Day
Diwali & Hanukkah - Supports PSED by looking at different families and celebrating differences in culture and religion.
Christmas - Focus on History by using calendars to count down to the event and experiencing the measurement of time
Winter


	Explicit Teaching

PSED:
Manage impulses; talk about feelings; cooperate; negotiate roles 

Communication and Language:
Listen to longer stories without pictures; answer complex questions; understand “maybe”, “in between”; explain ideas 

Physical Development:
Balance; throw/catch; accurate scissor use; letter formation 

Literacy:
Blend/segment CVC/CVCC; read simple sentences; punctuation cues; simple inference 

UTW - Geography/RS:
Compare places; maps
Remembrance; winter weather; melting/freezing 

UTW - History: 
Remembrance; Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.
Begin to use language related to time, such as ‘yesterday’, ‘today’, and ‘tomorrow’.

UTW - Science:
Winter weather; melting/freezing

Art and DT:
Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials.
Make closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects


	Structured Storytimes:

Pumpkin Soup - How important it is to share and for our decisions to be fair. That even really close friends can fall out or argue and still be friends in the end. The importance of forgiveness in friendship. Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. Talk about a character’s feelings, assigning the correct vocabulary to emotions. Empathise with characters (when someone will not share).

Mrs Noah’s Garden - What specific gardening words mean shoots, shallow drills, germinate. How important team work is. The story of Noah’s ark. Engage in extended conversations about stories. Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. Explain the meaning of new vocabulary.

The Dark -The difference between day and night. Why and when it gets dark? That people can overcome their fears / worries. Explain how Laszlo overcame his fear of the dark. Talk about how brave Laszlo was in the story. Describe the story setting and characters.

Luna Loves Art - What an art gallery is That there are lots of different artists who paint and create in different ways. That not all families are the same. Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. Talk about a character’s feelings, assigning the correct vocabulary to emotions. Empathise with characters (starting school, different families)


	End of Term Expectations:
Retell with detail; 
use vocabulary confidently; 
read simple sentences; 
talk about celebrations; 
create varied artwork 



	Spring 1❄️

	Focus: Traditional Tales, Kindness & Early Spring
Listening stamina, early writing, Winter →Spring change, maps & journeys, empathy & fairness, early enquiry
	Rhythm of the Year:
New Year: A vital anchor for History to discuss the concept of "New Year" and the passing of time.
Lunar New Year: Offers a chance to "recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live" through stories and celebrations.
Mental Health Week: 
Safer Internet Day:
Valentine’s Day:

	Explicit Teaching

PSED:
Manage emotions; empathy; conflict resolution; perseverance

Communication and Language:
Follow extended explanations; precise vocabulary; ask questions; explain ideas with conjunctions

Physical Development:
Balance; ball skills; letter formation; tool accuracy

Literacy:
Blend/segment CVCC/CCVC; read decodables; punctuation cues; inference & prediction

UTW - Geography/RS:
Maps; cultural comparison; 

UTW - Science
Early spring changes; cooking materials

Art and DT:
Brush techniques; collage; clay characters; painting traditional tales


	Structured Storytimes
Shu Lin’s Grandpa - How important it is to make people feel welcome. That we should respect different cultures and learn from them. We can communicate stories and ideas through art. Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. Talk about a character’s feelings, assigning the correct vocabulary to emotions. Empathise with characters (starting school, different families).

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes - Some well-known fairy tales and nursery rhymes (and the characters). That sometimes it is hard to forgive people • that we all have things we find hard but we should keep trying. explain why helping others is important. Understand why the neighbours might not have wanted to help the wolf. Talk about how greedy the neighbours were in the story.

Chicken Clicking -That the internet can be used to purchase things and also to communicate with other people. That what Chick did was not right and was not safe. That people can easily pretend to be someone else online. understand that we need to be safe online. Understand that we should not buy things online before checking with a trusted adult. Discuss why we need to be open and honest with trusted adults. Explain that we should never arrange to meet someone we have met online. 
 
The Gingerbread Man - That sometimes people feel lonely. That some animals are usually found in the countryside or on a farm. That foxes are sometimes portrayed as cunning and sly in stories. talk about why the gingerbread man was wrong to trust the fox. Discuss people in their lives that they can trust. Describe the story setting and characters.  

Anansi and the Golden Pot - What a traditional tale is. Where Ghana is/some traditional foods of Ghana. What being generous means. understand that being generous brings joy. Talk about how greedy Anansi was. Make comparisons with themselves and the characters/scenarios in the story.

Troll Stinks - That sending unkind messages is a form of online bullying. How the things we say can impact how others feel. give and discuss personal responses when thinking about the actions of characters. Empathise with how characters might be feeling. Explore the theme of online bullying.


	End of Term Expectations:
Retell traditional tales; 
form letters accurately; 
read decodables fluently; 
identify early spring changes




































	Spring 2 🌱

	Focus: Growth, Life Cycles & Global Celebrations
Comprehension & inference, writing stamina, life cycles, celebrations, environmental responsibility.

	Rhythm of the Year:
World Book Day (March): Supports Literacy and C&L as children retell stories and anticipate key events in their favourite books.
Mother’s Day / Special Persons Day: Connects to PSED goals regarding family characteristics and the people who care for them.
Easter & Holi: Use these festivals to explore the "sensation of new growth" and seasonal changes in the natural world.
British science Week:

	Explicit Teaching

PSED: Empathy; fairness; responsibility; independent problem-solving

Communication and Language:
Extract key information; vocabulary like “celebrate”, “environment”; explain ideas

Physical Development:
Balance; ball skills; fluent letter formation; tool precision

Literacy:
Read with expression; retell with detail; non-fiction structures; write simple sentences

UTW - Geography/RS:
Celebrations; maps/globes; 

UTW – Science:
Life cycles; Spring changes

Art and DT:
Celebration collage; clay characters; Holi-inspired colour mixing


	Structured Storytimes

Celebrations Around the World - That non-fiction books are true and can be read in any order. What a celebration is. That different festivals are celebrated around the world, and they have different traditions. discuss different celebrations and festivals from around the world. Ask questions about the book • make comments and share their own ideas and experiences.
I’m (Almost) Always Kind - That being kind is sometimes difficult. That things they think are nice, other people may disagree with. That you can be forgiven for your mistakes. understand that we need to see things from other people’s point of view. Explain different ways they can be kind. Make comparisons with themselves and the characters/scenarios in the story.
Tad - The life cycle of a frog. That frogs are amphibians and can be found living in ponds/in wet places. That growing can be different for everyone. That being small does not mean you are not strong or clever. explain how colour in illustrations can be used to create certain moods. Talk about character feelings and empathise with these, e.g., understand why Tad felt sad when she wasn’t growing as quickly as her siblings •describe the story setting and characters

Martha Maps It Out - That we are part of a universe that includes space, planets and stars. That maps show us where things are. That we use maps for different reasons. name some planets and know we live on the planet Earth. Discuss some of the features on different maps. Relate to characters and settings in the story. 

Oliver’s Vegetables -That vegetables are good for you. That some vegetables grow in the ground. That you have to try new things to decide whether you like them or not. Name some vegetables. Begin to talk about events and principal characters in stories. Express preferences, e.g .about vegetables


	End of Term Expectations:
Describe life cycles; 
Retell with detail; 
Use vocabulary confidently; 
Identify spring changes





	Summer 1 🌼

	Focus: Exploring and Creating
Reading fluency, writing stamina, natural world, transport & journeys, independence & resilience 
	Rhythm of the Year:
Earth Day (April): Directly supports the Geography goal of exploring and caring for the natural world.
May Day: A traditional event to support History by discussing traditions and things that happened "long ago".
Eid al-Fitr
Mental Health Awareness Week
Summer change

	Explicit Teaching 

PSED:
Empathy; fairness; resilience; healthy choices  

Communication and Language:
Abstract vocabulary (responsibility, equality); sustained conversation

Physical Development:
Throw/catch; fluent letter formation; tool precision

Literacy:
Read with expression; write sentences; inference & prediction

UTW - Geography/RS:
Transport; journeys; 

UTW – Science:
Habitats; Summer changes

Art and DT:
Imaginative artwork; clay modelling; observational drawing

	Structured Storytimes

Tad - The life cycle of a frog. That frogs are amphibians and can be found living in ponds/in wet places. That growing can be different for everyone. That being small does not mean you are not strong or clever. explain how colour in illustrations can be used to create certain moods. Talk about character feelings and empathise with these, e.g., understand why Tad felt sad when she wasn’t growing as quickly as her siblings •describe the story setting and characters.

The Good Egg – That it is important to relax. That we don’t have to be perfect. That we should help others. Talk about the difference between Good Egg and the other eggs. Name some ways to relax. Name some ways to help others.

The Wonder - What an imagination is. That pictures/art can show people’s thoughts and what is in their imagination. That everyone has different strengths/interests. explain why it is important to concentrate/pay attention in some scenarios. Simply explain how art can be used to express our imagination/thoughts/feelings. Make comparisons between themselves and the characters/scenarios in the story. 
Standing Up to Racism - That people have different skin colour because of melanin. That people should not be treated differently because of the colour of their skin or because they look different. That everyone should be treated equally. simply explain what racism is. Discuss ways in which racism can happen. Explain ways we can stand up to racism.
The Suitcase - That some people have to leave their homes and countries for safety. That people who leave their country for safety are called refugees. That we should try to help people in need. Empathise with characters in the story. Give simple explanations for why people may have to leave their homes quickly. Explain how the animals helped the stranger and why.
Things That Go - The names and uses of a range of different trucks. That trucks play an important job in the world. Some of the dangers that trucks can present. explain the different uses of different trucks. Describe a range of different trucks. Discuss why trucks are important and helpful to humans and how they can also cause problems.


	End of Term Expectations:
Read fluently; 
Write sentences; 
Identify summer changes; 
Compare environments




































	Summer 2☀️

	Focus: Identity, Reflection & Transition
Transition readiness, reflection, and mastery of foundational skills.

	Rhythm of the Year:
Father’s Day: Continues the PSED focus on diverse family units.
Transition Days: As children prepare for Reception, focus on PSED (self-regulation and managing feelings about change) and History (reflecting on their personal growth throughout the nursery year).
Summer Solstice/Summer changes: Discuss the longest day to consolidate knowledge of the days of the week and the sun's role in the calendar
Sports Day

	Explicit Teaching

PSED:
Emotional independence; empathy; fairness; new attachments

Communication and Language:
Confident retelling; wide vocabulary; independent following of instructions

Physical Development:
Sports Day skills; accurate letter formation; tool mastery

Literacy:
Fluent reading; independent sentence writing; correct punctuation

UTW - Geography/RS:
Maps for journeys; 

UTW – Science:
Personal growth; summer changes

Art and DT:
Self-portraits; clay modelling; summer colour mixing


	Structured Storytimes:
The Invisible –Tom Percival What poverty is and that some people have more / less than others. That you can make a difference to others no matter how little you are and how little you have. Explain how Isabel helped others and made a difference. Understand key vocabulary from the story. Begin to talk about why an author might have chosen specific words.
The Worrysaurus by Rachel Bright – What a worry is and how a worry might feel. How Worrysaurus overcame his worries. Some strategies to try if they are feeling worried. Talk about their feelings (talk about what worries them). Say what they would put in a happy tin. Spot and suggest rhymes.
The Dot - That people get better at things over time. That teachers can help us. What an art show is. Join in with known parts of a story. Explain some of the story vocabulary. Talk about a character’s feelings using simple words expressions
The Way Back Home - That machines and vehicle can break down and need fixing. That some people believe there are Martians in space. That it is important to help other people. Explain why it is a good thing to be helpful. Empathise with characters in the story. Understand how being helpful can lead to new friendships


	End of Term Expectations:
Fluent decodable reading; 
Independent writing; 
Emotional readiness for Y1; 
Confident transitions



